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Motion by Burke, O’Connor, and Yaroslavksy
       

October 15, 2008


Motion by Directors Burke, O’Connor, and Yaroslavsky 

To Join the Los Angeles Regional Climate Change Collaborative 

There is consensus among the world’s leading scientists that global warming is likely to pose severe environmental, health, and economic threats if we do not take decisive action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Identified and credible threats due to climate change include prolonged and frequent heat waves that will increase our exposure to air pollution and changing weather patterns that will increase our susceptibility to droughts and endanger our critical transportation, water, energy, and sanitation infrastructure. The changes we make to address global warming will have the concomitant benefits of reducing air pollution in our region and our dependence on foreign-oil. 

MTA, along with other local public agencies, businesses, and utilities in California face a number of new State mandates to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than 25% by 2020. To address this challenge, Next 10, a foundation committed to reducing the impacts of climate change, has recently convened local stakeholders, including MTA, and representatives from other local government, business, environmental and community advocates to determine regional partnership opportunities to most effectively address this challenge.  These efforts have culminated in the genesis of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action & Sustainability, which strives to:  
· Establish a regional inventory of greenhouse gas emissions and develop an action plan, in compliance with AB 32 and SB 375, to efficiently and effectively reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

· Achieve cost savings for partnering agencies through regional education forums, tools and trainings, and green procurement pools.

· Share information and best practices on climate change and sustainability goals.
· Develop a consistent communication plan for informing stakeholders in the Los Angeles region of the urgency in addressing global climate change and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. 


· Leverage State and Federal resources, including energy block grants, to pursue greenhouse gas reduction strategies. 
MTA has already adopted significant policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions within our operations. For example, we have acquired the largest CNG fleet in the nation, built the largest solar generation facility in the transit business, and adopted sustainable construction techniques and LEED silver minimum certification requirements for new Metro facilities and Transit Oriented Development projects. In addition to reducing our carbon footprint, these initiatives have contributed to hundreds of thousands of dollars in savings for the agency.  However, these initiatives alone will not meet the State’s climate change goals. 
To successfully meet the State’s greenhouse gas emission mandates, the Los Angeles region must prioritize the reduction of vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gases from transportation. Metro’s multiple roles as regional transit provider and regional transportation funding partner position our agency as the critical lynchpin in this effort. The Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability will provide a network for MTA to work with other regional stakeholders to achieve this objective. 
WE THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Instruct the CEO to coordinate appropriate staff participation in the activities and initiatives of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action & Sustainability in order to cost-effectively meet the obligations and commitments of SB 375, AB 32, and other climate change related legislation. 
WE FURTHER MOVE THAT THE BOARD:

Instruct the CEO to coordinate with the Collaborative to develop best practices on sustainable mobility, travel demand management partnerships, and other opportunities to reduce Los Angeles County's transportation carbon footprint.
