HISTORY OF THE CHARTER’S DEVELOPMENT

December 7, 2007 
-
Los Angeles Regional Climate Action Planning Meeting

Representatives from Los Angeles area governments, utilities, community group NGOs, academia, and schools interested in building a Regional Climate Action Network attended the meeting. The group engaged in a free flowing dialogue about what the LA region needs to reach carbon reduction goals. Then the group discussed the concept of a regional conference on climate action and explored other ideas for regional climate action. Finally the group agreed to continue meeting, and several individuals volunteered to be part of the Visioning Team. The Visioning Team was established to meet and draft a vision statement, which includes goals and outcomes. 
March 7, 2008 – First LA Regional Visioning Team Meeting

One idea was a commitment by mayors and the County to create common principles to help reduce CO2 emissions through incentives or other means, demonstrating local governments and businesses coming together to work on the issue. Michael Woo offered to draft the concept paper for the team to review.
March 24, 2008 – Second Visioning Team Meeting

The group articulated various elements that were important to them: land use, specific measureable outcomes, economies of scale (i.e. solar, emissions inventory), water (wholesalers, possibly retailers), food and agriculture (resources, conservation, rooftop agriculture, urban forestry); and reducing vehicle miles traveled.  

Three central themes emerged as benefits for participants in the regional agreement: 

1. Clearinghouse of resources

2. Policy collaboration

3. Procurement opportunities

April 7, 2008 – Third Visioning Team Meeting

The group discussed making the focus of the charter ‘climate action’ within the larger context of sustainability, recognizing that both adaptation and mitigation of climate impacts are issues to address. 

Participants enumerated reasons to participate in a regional compact, including recognition of the issue by public officials, public education/outreach, sharing data and subsequent analysis.

The overall vision is to make a commitment to sustainability and lower greenhouse gas emissions through collaboration. Through economies of scale, policy coordination, advocacy at the state and federal level, and communication in general, the region could be more effective. Other incentives suggested would be to get help with metrics and obtain greater financial resources.

April 21, 2008 – Fourth Visioning Team Meeting

Participants strongly desired aggressive leadership in sustainability and shorter time frames for action, with more stringent limits. Going beyond education, marketing and outreach was paramount, although leaders articulating the same message and setting aggressive goals were highlighted as important elements.

May 12, 2008 – Fifth Visioning Team Meeting

The team reviewed the draft charter together and considered whether to address sustainability as well as climate action as part of the Charter’s purview. After the meeting, the Visioning Team voted on various options for the name of the Charter, and chose to include both sustainability and climate action.

May 14, 2008, May 20, 2008, May 29, 2008 - Drafting Team conference calls to finalize the Charter
Visioning Team:

· Beth Jines, LA Dept. of Environmental Affairs

· Coby Skye and Tobie Mitchell, Environmental Programs, Dept. of Public Works, County of Los Angeles

· Howard Choy, Energy Management Division, Internal Services Dept., County of Los Angeles

· Karly Katona, Supervisor Yvonne Burke’s office 

· Andrew Cheung, LA Unified School District 

· Stephanie Pincetl, UCLA Institute for the Environment

· Wigs Mendoza, Metropolitan Water District 

· Tim Papandreou, Metropolitan Transportation Agency 

· Alex Pugh, LA Chamber of Commerce

· Jennifer Smith Grubb, Next 10 Environmental Consultant 

· Michael Woo, LA Planning Commissioner 

· Alexandra Paxton, LA Community Redevelopment Agency

Drafting Team:

· Beth Jines, LA Dept. of Environmental Affairs

· Coby Skye, Environmental Programs, Dept. of Public Works, County of Los Angeles

· Andrew Cheung, LA Unified School District 

· Karly Katona, Supervisor Yvonne Burke’s office 

· Jennifer Smith Grubb, Next 10 Environmental Consultant 

Other participants in occasional meeting(s):

· Lillian Kawasaki, Water Replenishment District 

· Michelle Sim, LA Unified School District 

· Mark Bernstein, USC New Energy Institute 

· Tate Rider, LA Mayor’s Housing & Economic Development 

· Darrell Clarke, Sierra Club 

· Elsa Barboza, Apollo Alliance

· David Yale, Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Comments provided early during drafting process:

· Andy Lipkis, Tree People

· Rhonda Mills, Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies

